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Name: ________________________________________					Date: _____

Document Based Essay Question: Neolithic Revolution

This question is based on the accompanying documents. The question is designed to test your ability to work with historical documents. Some of these documents have been edited for the purposes of this question. As you analyze the documents, take into account the source of each document and any point of view that may be presented in the document.

PART B: ESSAY 
Directions: Write a well-organized essay that includes an introduction, several paragraphs, and a conclusion.  Use evidence from all four documents in your essay. Support your response with relevant facts, examples, and details. Include additional outside information.

	Historical Context: 

One of the most important turning points in human history was the change that occurred during the Neolithic Revolution. This shift from the Paleolithic Era to the Neolithic Era changed the course of the human race. 




Task(s): Using the information from the documents and your knowledge of global history, write an essay in which you:

• Describe the change experienced from the Paleolithic era to the Neolithic era. 
• Discuss how this change influenced the development of civilizations.


In developing your answers to the questions and essay, be sure to keep these general definitions in mind: 

a) explain means “to make plain or understandable; to give reasons for or causes of; to show the logical development or relationships of” 
b) discuss means “to make observations about something using facts, reasoning, and argument; to present in some detail” 
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Document 1

From Food Gathering To Food Producing

... Paleolithic men could not control their food supply. So long as they relied on foraging,
hunting, fishing, and trapping, they were dependent on the natural food supply in a given area
to keep from starving. But while Paleolithic men continued their food-gathering pattern of
existence in Europe, Africa, and Australia, groups of people in the Near East began to cultivate
edible plants and to breed animals. Often described as the “first economic revolution” in the
history of man, this momentous change from a food-gathering to a food-producing economy
initiated the Neolithic Age. Paleolithic man was a hunter; Neolithic man became a farmer and
herdsman. . . .

Source: T. Walter Wallbank, et al., Civiization: Past and Present, Scott, Foresman and Company

1 According to the authors of this passage, what is one significant change that occurred between the
Paleolithic Age and the Neolithic Age? [1]
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